
 
 

CALIFORNIA TOUR 
February 13 – 18, 2023 

WITH OPTIONAL TOURIST DAYS February 19 and 20 
 

This program includes land only and starts at 12pm PST on Monday February 13, with bus pick up at the 
Hampton Inn San Francisco Airport (block of rooms is held under Progressive Dairy Operators for Feb 12th, not 
included in tour price) and at San Francisco International Airport for those flying in that morning.  
Please book your own flights or through our agent at Ellison Tours. (Flights not included in tour price) 
 
Monday February 13 – Grab some lunch on your own and depart by coach 
bus from San Francisco to the famous Golden Gate Bridge for a chance to 
explore and take photos as we leave the city. As we travel through the 

Sonoma Valley this afternoon, we will tour 
McGrail Vineyards and Winery, Livermore 
and learn about the challenges of growing 
grapes and making wine in the changing 
climate faced by agriculture in this 
populous state. We will enjoy wine tasting and a private group dinner at the 
winery and check in at the DoubleTree Hotel, in downtown Modesto.  

 
Tuesday February 14 – Following breakfast at the hotel we visit 
County Line Dairy, Pixley under the management of Vance 
Ahlem. When completed this will be the largest robotic dairy in 
California with 32 Lely A5 robots milking 2150 Jersey cows in a 
free traffic layout with 4 robots per group.  More than 24 robots 
are currently running, and production is steady at over 1.5 kg fat 
per cow per day. Vance predicts labour requirements will be cut 
in half when they shut down the double 32 parlour. 
 
The next stop is the Burroughs Family Farms, Denair. Ward and Rosie Burroughs apply the principles of 

“regenerative organic production” to organic milk, almonds, pastured eggs, 
and olives. Family succession is an on-going process here and we will be 
hosted by daughter Benina and her husband Heriberto Montes who are 
partners. Protecting soil and water for future generations while offering 
hand-raised and regeneratively grown products directly to customers are the 
driving forces behind this unique farming enterprise.   
 
 

After our tour we will enjoy a traditional California 
Tri-tip lunch on the farm sponsored by Lely.  

 
Next, we visit PH Ranch, Winton, where Paul Van Warmerdam 
milks 2800 cows with a 72 stall GEA Pro-Q robotic rotary parlor. 
The Rotary was installed 2.5 years ago. PH Ranch raise all their own 
heifers and crop 1000 acres; 700 of corn and 300 acres of almonds.  



Our last stop of the day will be Fiscalini Dairy, Modesto milking 1500 cows 3x in a 2 x 27 para-bone parlor. A 
portion of the milk is made into Fiscalini Farmstead Cheese (Fiscalini 
Cheese | Cheese Farm | Modesto, CA (fiscalinifarmstead.com)) in the 
neighbouring cheese plant, producing cheddar style cheeses including 
smoked and flavoured varieties. The farm includes digesters fed with 
manure and whey. The methane is converted to electricity to power 
the farm and cheese plant with the surplus going on the grid.   

 
This evening we enjoy a group dinner sponsored by GEA and 
DairyLane before returning to the Double Tree Modesto.  
 
Wednesday February 15 – The group packs up to head further south 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Our first stop is Vierra Dairy, Hilmar, a 
herd of 5000 Jerseys milked in an 80 stall PR3100 DeLaval rotary with 
pre and post teat spray robots. This herd features excellent genetics 
and management. This is one of the most prominent Jersey herds in 
the US. The owner also has a large feed mill, record label and other 
business entities. Check out a virtual tour at this link: (60) Vierra Dairy 
Farms | DeLaval Rotary Virtual Tour - YouTube 
 
 

Next stop is Jones Dairy, Stevinson. This farm has 14 DeLaval robots, 6 in free traffic in 
renovated barns and 8 VMS300 in milk first guided traffic in a new barn 

built in 2020. The new barn is perimeter fed. They milk 800 cows and 
use sand bedded free stalls and flush. Check out this video about the 
farm at (60) Farm Photography - YouTube 

 
 

Lunch sponsored by Jefo Nutrition will be at the Hilmar Cheese Visitor 
Center, Hilmar with some time to check out the 
centre. Visitor Center - Hilmar Cheese Company, 
Inc. Hilmar Cheese, uses pasteurized milk to make 

Cheddar, Monterey Jack, and Colby cheeses. They also market a wide 
range of whey protein concentrates, whey protein hydrolysates, whey 
protein isolate, Lactoferrin; and edible, refined and ultra-refined lactose. 
These ingredients are sold to food and beverage companies worldwide for use in everything from chocolate 
bars to smoothies. 

The afternoon will be spent at VLOT Ranch, Chowchilla. Case and Dirk Vlot, started the idea on a napkin which 
eventually became a reality after witnessing their father lose his dairy in 1976. They now milk 6000 cows and 
raising 30,000 calves for 100 different owners, employing 85 people to make it all work. Starting small, they 
made a strategic plan to grow by expanding when they needed to rather than starting out large. Dirk 
eventually decided to exit the business and start Smith Valley Dairy, while Case continues to look after the calf 

ranch and has a passion for raising calves.  

Accommodations will be at Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant for the next three 
nights. This resort is an early California-style hacienda, an oasis for travelers and 
has become an internationally recognized showcase of homegrown beef, fruits, 



vegetables, and nut crops. It is internationally known for its farm to fork restaurant and accommodations. This 
evening dinner is on your own. www.harrisranch.com.  
 
Thursday February 16 - Breakfast at the hotel and load the bus for the World Ag Expo Farm Show in Tulare. 

Check out their website at https://www.worldagexpo.com . World Ag 
Expo® is one of the largest Agricultural Expositions in the world with 
more than 1,200 exhibitors on 2.6 million square feet of exhibit space!  
Enjoy the day on your own. Meet 
back at end of show to travel back 
to Harris Ranch.  

We salute DeLaval for generously sponsoring our dinner this evening.  
 
Friday February 17 - Breakfast at the hotel and visit Circle A Dairy, 
Pixley, owned by Joey Airoso. They have a digester and are one of 11 
dairies piping methane to Calgren Energy for conversion to liquified 
methane fuel for vehicles. Joey Airoso shares their family's story and 
commitment to caring for the cattle and the environment at Airosa. 
Airosa Dairy Farms is a family farm that has been doing business in 
Tulare County for 103 years. Currently, they milk cows on two locations 
in Tulare and Pixley and farm 1500 acres of alfalfa, corn, oats, and wheat. The milking herd is comprised of 
2900 registered Holsteins  
 
next we visit Calgren Renewable Fuels, Pixley to see the process of biogas conversion. The San Joaquin Valley 

has some of the worst air pollution in the country and biogas conversion is 
helping to solve the pollution problem. (60) Converting Cattle Waste Into 
Renewable Energy | Earth Focus | KCET - YouTube . The process begins with local 
dairies sending their cow waste to the Calgren digester, which captures 
methane and burns it as clean biogas. While Calgren will be utilizing the 
renewable gas to power its facility, the digester will also greatly reduce bacteria 
and pathogens so dairy farmers can reuse the liquids safely on their crops, 

saving millions of gallons of water and protecting fragile watersheds. 
 
Lunch today will feature white and flavoured milk in glass bottles from  
Rosa Brothers Dairy. This “farmstead” fluid milk is reaching consumers 

through a wide range of channels including 
their own retail store located at the 
processing plant, local drive through 
coffee shops, and a home delivery service 
operated by Top O the Morn Dairy. We will 
visit Top O the Morn Farms’ newly renovated dairy farm milking 300 cows with 

6 DeLaval VMS and we will also connect with the people that know the retail side of these businesses. 
  
Our final farm stop of the tour is Rau Dairy, Fresno. This dairy has recently converted from the traditional 
open lot housing and flat barn milking to robotic milking in 2 new, 
12 row freestall barns with 12 Lely A5 robots in each barn, laid 
out with 3 robots per pen. Nedap cow locator technology is used 
to locate cows for fetching. In addition to the dairy this family 
grows grapes for raisin production.  



 
The group will travel back to the Harris Ranch for a farewell group dinner, 
generously sponsored by Trioliet. 
 

 
Saturday February 18 – After breakfast at the hotel, 1 coach departs for San Francisco Airport arriving al 
approximately 12pm PST. This ends the February 13-18th tour. 
 
The second coach heads to Hearst Castle located on the California coast. At the 

castle, enjoy a 1-hour Grand Rooms guided tour 
to encounter first-hand the majesty and beauty of 
this historical treasure, once home to newspaper 
tycoon William Randolph Hearst. Enjoy a group 
lunch and browse the Hearst Castle Visitor 
Center. The coach bus will continue up the scenic California coast to Monterey, 
with stops along the way for photo opportunities. 

 
Arrive in Monterey for a group dinner and check in at Hilton Garden Inn Monterey, CA. Spend the evening at 
your leisure exploring the town.   
 
Sunday February 19 – After breakfast at the hotel, the group will board the bus 

to travel to downtown San Francisco. This last 
night of the tour the group will stay in the 
Holiday Inn Express located in the historic 
Fisherman’s Wharf area. Our group lunch will be 
on the Wharf and will be followed by a boat trip 
to Alcatraz Island for a tour of the world famous 

prison including the new exhibit “The Big Lockup: Mass Incarceration in the United States.”  
You will have the remainder of the afternoon to ride the famous streetcars and explore San Francisco 
Fisherman's Wharf area with maps and directions provided for your use. We end the day with a farewell group 
dinner together. 
 
Monday February 20 – After breakfast at the hotel, participants will checkout to conclude the tour.  
Please Note: transportation to the airport is at the discretion of each participant based on individual flight 
times. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Tour Details: 
Feb 13-18 Tour includes: (55 spots available)       FLIGHTS NOT INCLUDED IN TOUR PRICES 
 transportation via private motor coach 
 2 nights accommodation at the DoubleTree Modesto (based on double occupancy) including breakfast 
 3 nights accommodation at the Harris Ranch Inn & Restaurant (based on double occupancy) including breakfast 
 3 group lunches and 4 group dinners, including                                                   

McGrail Vineyards and Winery and Harris Ranch 
 
Feb 13-20 Tour with extension: (55 spots available) 
 All of the above from the Feb 13-18th tour plus the following: 
 1 night accommodation at the Hilton Garden Inn Monterey (based on double occupancy) including breakfast 
 1 night accommodation at the Holiday Inn Express Fisherman’s Wharf San Francisco (based on double occupancy) 

including breakfast 

Total - $2620  
(additional charge of $756 for single 
occupancy room) 



 2 group lunches and 2 group dinners 
 guided Grand Rooms tour of Hearst Castle 
 travel to Monterey, CA and San Francisco Fisherman’s Wharf  
 admission to Alcatraz Day Tour 

Total - $3580  
(additional charge of $1101 for single 
occupancy room) 
 


